Embassy of the United States of America
Khartoum, Sudan

=% JSAID

/&
> &> FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
ONALDE

Remarks of USAID Acting Administrator
Alonzo L. Fulgham
on the occasion of
The Government of Southern Sudan-USAID Partnership Ceremony
October 26, 2009

Excellencies,
Distinguished guests, and
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good Afternoon. It is an honor and a pleasure to be here in Juba to mark this special
occasion to renew USAID’s partnership with the Government of Southern Sudan in the
signing of this Memorandum of Understanding. On behalf of the American people,
USAID is pleased to be a partner in supporting your development efforts.

This ceremonial event today commemorates USAID’s signing a t bilateral agreement, on
behalf of the U.S. Government, with the Government of Southern Sudan. This
Memorandum of Understanding signals the U.S. Government’s continued commitment to
Southern Sudan and the planning and programming of U.S. foreign assistance from the
American people to Sudanese citizens.

Today’s event acknowledges that the United States has committed an additional $230
million dollars to the bilateral agreement currently known as the Regional Assistance
Grant Agreement supporting the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. This brings the new
total amount of U.S. funds obligated under the current Regional Assistance Grant
Agreement to a new value of more than $433 million for development assistance
priorities for Southern Sudan.

Today’s meeting contributes to strengthening our partnership and dialogue, by sharing
with you information about USAID programs and funding that support your strategic
development priorities — helping you to deliver the critical peace dividends promised
under the Comprehensive Peace Agreement.

Meeting CPA goals and priorities is critical to bring about a more peaceful, prosperous
and stable Sudan. After more than 20 years of conflict, which resulted in the destruction
of families and the loss of hope, we need to give the people of Southern Sudan nothing
less than our total commitment to work together to bring peace, prosperity and hope back
to this land and to its wonderful people.
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The U.S. assistance program to Sudan is the largest program of its kind in sub-Saharan
Africa. It is the highest priority for this Administration and is closely watched by
Congress; other donors, and our partners. As you may know, the United States provides
annually:

e More than $500 million in emergency food aid to Sudan from the American
people;

e An additional $140 million in non-food humanitarian assistance; and

e More than $300 million to Southern Sudan to support:
1) the delivery of critical health and educational services; 2) assistance in
building local, state and central government capacity to meet citizens’ needs;
3) critical infrastructure support for building roads and bridges;
4) support for private sector development and improved livelihood
opportunities for Sudanese citizens; and
5) help in implementing the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, which is
laying the seeds of stability and democracy in Sudan.

Again, | wish to take this opportunity to thank you for your warm welcome and allowing
me to take part in this partnership event, and I look forward to working with you in
bringing peace, prosperity and hope to the people of Southern Sudan.
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