Embassy of the United States of America
Khartoum, Sudan

For Immediate Release May 7, 2008
U.S. Embassy Applauds Sudan’s Conduct of the Fifth Population Census

The United States applauds the Government of National of Unity and the Government of
Southern Sudan for jointly conducting Sudan’s Fifth Population and Housing Census.
The census is a milestone in the implementation of the 2005 Comprehensive Peace
Agreement (CPA), which ended 21 years of civil war. The United States contributed
$9.1 million towards census preparations.

We commend the efforts of the Government of National Unity, in particular First Vice
President Salva Kiir, as well as those of the Government of Southern Sudan, the Central
Bureau of Statistics, the South Sudan Center for the Census and Statistical Evaluation,
the UN, and donor countries to make the census a success. As the census enumeration
period comes to an end on May 6, we encourage the Government of National Unity and
the Government of Southern Sudan to conduct all post-enumeration phases of the census
professionally and transparently.

We condemn acts of violence carried out by rebel groups in Darfur that sought to disrupt
census enumeration. We are concerned that important sectors of Darfur and Southern
Kordofan may not have been adequately counted. We commend all of those who
participated in the census, particularly Internally Displaced Persons. We also commend
nation-wide census enumerators and monitors who gave their time and energy to carry
out and impartially observe the conduct of this important CPA milestone.
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