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New UN Special Envoy for Sudan

- UN Secretary General Kofi Annan announced
yesterday that he has appointed former UN General
Assembly President and Swedish Foreign Minister,
Jan Eliasson, as Special Envoy to deal with the
humanitarian and security crisis in Darfur. Annan
said that he and Secretary General-designate Ban
Ki-moon had agreed to ask Eliasson to serve in the
new post. Eliasson is expected to start his duties on
Sudan after the New Year. (Al-Ayaam, Al-Sahafa, et
al)

Darfur

- UN and NGO staff have been evacuated from Al-
Genaina (Western Darfur) and Gheraida (Southern
Darfur), as the security situation in these areas
continues to deteriorate. Press reports cite attacks
on Oxfam offices in Gheraida. (Al-Ayaam, Al-
Adwa)

- The Egyptian Embassy in Khartoum has denied a
statement by Assistant Secretary of State for
African Affairs Jendayi Frazer asserting that
Egyptian President Mubarak had been the one to
propose a “no-fly zone” for Darfur. The Egyptian
Embassy added that President Mubarak never met
with Frazer. (Al-Sudani)

- Negotiations between the Sudanese government
and anti-Darfur Peace Agreement rebel groups are
expected to commence today in Asmara, Eritrea.
(Al-Rai Al-Aam)

- The federal Minister of Humanitarian Affairs,
Kosti Manibe, announced yesterday that the
Government of Sudan has extended a moratorium
that will allow international NGOs to operate in
Darfur until 2008. The minister stated that this
moratorium is part of the government’s

commitment to save lives in Darfur. (Khartoum
Monitor, Sudan Vision)

- The government said that approximately 40
people, including five refugees, were Kkilled in
clashes between Chad’s security forces and
Janjaweed militia in Eastern Chad on Tuesday. (Al-
Adwa)

South Sudan

- The Joint Forces Council concluded its meetings
in Khartoum on the status of armed militia in South
Sudan. The council agreed on a mechanism to
disarm militia in coordination with the Government
of South Sudan, and to accelerate payment of
monthly wages for the forces. (Al-Adwa)
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