Embassy of the United States of America
Khartoum, Sudan

For Immediate Release May 20, 2008

Concern over escalation of violence in Abyei

The United States is deeply concerned about the recent escalation of violence in Abyei.
We call on the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army
(SPLA) to immediately stop fighting and withdraw their forces as agreed in the May 18
meeting of the Ceasefire Joint Monitoring Commission (CJMC) and to exercise
maximum restraint. We call on the National Congress Party (NCP) and the Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) to renew their efforts to reach an urgent and
tangible way forward on Abyei so that a transitional administration may be put in place
immediately, oil revenues are distributed, and government services may be provided to
the people of Abyei. The roots of this current violence are intimately tied to the inability
of the parties, after almost three years, to implement the Abyei Protocol of the 2005
Comprehensive Peace Agreement. We call on all parties to ensure the protection of the
tens of thousands of Internally-Displaced People (IDPs) caused by this dangerous
escalation of violence.
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