Embassy of the United States of America
Khartoum, Sudan
September 17, 2008

I want to welcome you all to the Ramadan Iftar of the U.S. Embassy in Khartoum. We
want to wish all the Muslims of Sudan a blessed Ramadan.

We especially send out a greeting to the many Muslims who are employees of the U.S.
Embassy in Sudan. We think also of those who are suffering, such as the innocent people
of Jebel Marra, of Kalma Camp, and Zamzam Camp in Darfur, who mourn the innocent
lives taken from them so cruelly. They deserve justice for their loss. They deserve our
solidarity and respect.

Ramadan is the “season of goodness” and our thoughts turn to the many challenges facing
this great country and this good people. Surely, this is the time for bold decisive action to
put an end to the tragedies of the past. This is the time for maximum efforts to bring peace,
stability, and true reconciliation to Darfur, in Kordofan, and Abyei and to see the CPA fully
implemented in a spirit of harmony and good will. The Government of Sudan should not
shrink back from breaking the cycle of violence and hatred once and for all.

The United States supports all initiatives which seek to bring peace to Darfur and to all of
Sudan. What is important to us is less the origin of these initiatives but the tangible results
of them, as they must be translated urgently to improved conditions on the ground for the
people of Darfur. We will be watching closely and will play a constructive part in any such
effort. Thank you very much.
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