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Sudan UN Envoy: UNAMID should leave Sudan

Sudan's Ambassador to the United Nations, Abdelmahmoud Abdelhalim, criticized a report issued by United Nations Secretary General Ban-Ki Moon alleging that Khartoum had broken a deal on the deployment of peacekeepers in Darfur. Abdelhalim said the time had come for the United Nations/African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) mandate to be terminated and for the mission to prepare to leave Sudan. Earlier press reports indicated that the UN Secretary General had accused Sudan of harassing and limiting the movement of UNAMID forces in the Darfur region. The Government of Sudan strongly denied these allegations, describing the report as a reflection of the "contradiction in viewpoint" within the UN and its affiliates.  (Al-Khartoum, Al-Raed, MirayaFM)

SLM/AW to participate in Doha talks 

Qatari State Minister for Foreign Affairs Ahmed Bin Abdallah Al-Mahmoud announced that France had officially informed Doha peace mediators that the faction leader of the Sudan Liberation Movement/Abdulwahid Mohamed Nur faction (SLM/AW) has agreed to participate in the Doha talks. The Qatari official disclosed that Joint UN-AU Mediator Djibril Bassole had met with Nur in Paris recently and confirmed Nur's participation in the talks, although he did not give a specific time for his participation. (Al-Akhbar)

SPLM-DC activities banned in the South 

President of the Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS) Salva Kiir Mayardit instructed Southern Sudan authorities not to cooperate with the Sudan People's Liberation Movement-Democratic Change (SPLM-DC) and to obstruct its political activities in the south. SPLM-DC Chairman Lam Akol told reporters in a press conference yesterday he had filed a complaint with the Council of Political Parties' Affairs, indicating is party had faced harassment since the day of its establishment. Akol claimed the SPLM authorities were in breach of their constitutional powers and questioned the GOSS President's authority to ban SPLM-DC activities. (Al-Akhbar, Sudan Vision) 

Kiir asked to step down from his position

Advisor to Unity State Governor William Tuil accused Kiir of failing southern Sudan and asked him to step down from his position. Tuil, a former SPLM member, was reported to have announced his desertion of SPLM to join the splinter SPLM-DC party. (Khartoum Monitor)

French Premier receives "trouser case" journalist

Yesterday French Prime Minister Bernard Kouchner received "trouser case"  Journalist Lubna Hussein. Lubna was accused by Sudanese authorities of indecent dress and was subject to detainment and a fine of USD200. Kouchner told reporters he strongly supported Lubna's case and admired her courage and struggle to defend women's rights in Sudan. (Al-Ayam) 
Darfur and Bahr-el-Ghazal sign deal for peaceful co-existence 
Yesterday, authorities from South Darfur and North Bahr-el-Ghazal States signed a Memorandum of Understanding for peaceful co-existence between the citizens of the two states. (Sudan Official News Agency) 
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