Embassy of the United States of America
Khartoum, Sudan

For Immediate Release February 26, 2009

The Embassy of the United States is deeply concerned by the recent eruption in
violence in Upper Nile State, particularly in the city of Malakal. We condemn the
provocation taken in the past few days to re-introduce back into that city General Gabriel
Tangginyang, one of the principal participants in the 2006 violence that killed so many
there. This was a reckless and dangerous action which demands an explanation by those
responsible.

We are also concerned about the issue of the Petroleum Police and legitimacy of
that force’s role within the framework of the Security Arrangements Protocol of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement.

We believe these developments and actions seriously undermine the continuing
need to build confidence and strengthen trust — to construct a culture of peace consistent
with the spirit of the CPA - across a wide swath of the North-South border, including
South Darfur, Western Bahr el Ghazal, Blue Nile, and Upper Nile.
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