Embassy of the United States of America
Khartoum, Sudan

For Immediate Release January 19, 2009

The U.S. embassy in Sudan is concerned by the recent detentions of Dr. Hassan
al-Turabi and Dr. Bashir Adam Rahama and the previous detention of Ali Mahmud
Hassanein by the Government of Sudan. This does not contribute to a political
atmosphere that is conducive to organizing free and fair elections in 2009. As Sudan
begins to prepare for these elections, we urge the authorities to respect an open exchange
of viewpoints and fully uphold the freedom of expression so vital to upholding a
functioning civil society.
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