Embassy of the United States of America
Khartoum, Sudan

For Immediate Release June 18, 2008

Reports of Ethnically-based Arrests and Detentions

The United States is concerned regarding reports of ethnically-based arrests,
detentions, and torture of Darfuris in Khartoum and Omdurman in the wake of the May
10th attacks by the Justice and Equality Movement Darfur rebels on Omdurman. We
remain strong in our condemnation of these attacks that undermined efforts to resolve
conflicts in Sudan. The Government of Sudan should immediately provide the names
and locations of all those who have been detained in connection with these attacks.
Individuals should be either charged with a crime and tried through fair and open
proceedings, or be released.

It is very important that the Government of Sudan adhere to internationally
recognized standards regarding the treatment of detainees, prohibitions against
incommunicado detention, and fair trial procedures. Sudan is party to the African
Charter on Human and People’s Rights and the International Covenant of Civil and
Political Rights, as well as a signatory to the Convention Against Torture. Detainees
should be provided with access to lawyers of their choice, medical care, and their
families.
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