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UNAMID kidnapped staff whereabouts located 
According to press reports, Sudanese authorities have located the whereabouts of the two recently kidnapped employees working for the Joint United Nations and African Union Mission in Darfur. Sudanese State Minister for Humanitarian Affairs, Abdulbagi Al-Jailani, told reporters that the Government of Sudan refuses to pay the ransom money requested by the kidnappers and strongly denounces the kidnapping. (MirayaFM)
AU panel calls for including Darfur in elections

An African Union Panel on Darfur headed by Thabo Mbeki stresses the necessity of involving the people of Darfur in the upcoming general elections.  
The announcement was made during a press conference held at the end of the AU panel delegation visit. Mbeki added that the panel came up with several recommendations that met with the approval of both Sudanese political and governmental institutions and the international community. The panel will soon submit these recommendations to the African Union.(Rai-Al-Shaab) 

SLM plans to suspend Abdelwahid’s activities 

An article in Sudan Vision reports that elements within the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM)/Abdul Wahid faction intend to suspend the activities of the Movement's chairman, Abdelwahid Mohammed Nur.  Movement officials decided to dismiss Nur over his reluctance to respond to their requests for him to manage the Movement from within Darfur. Mustafa Ali Dinar, an SLM high-level official, told reporters that the faction sector leaders had agreed to suspend Nur’s activities and  take over management of the movement's affairs. 


Two leading members defect from JEM 

Two leading Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) members announced their defection from JEM in a press release issued in Tripoli yesterday. The two members are the Deputy Chairman Nur-Al-Din Salama and Secretary of Northern Kordufan State Ali Al-Sharif. This came after the two found out that Kordufan was not on the agenda of the Movement and that JEM’s concerns only pertained to Darfur. (The Advocate)

Kenyan military experts to train SPLA

200 Kenyan military experts have been dispatched to train the Sudan People Liberation Army (SPLA) as part of the Government of Southern Sudan’s (GOSS) efforts to upgrade its forces. The expert team comprises various army units including officers from infantry, artillery, military transport and logistics, helicopter pilots, and military intelligence. (Sudantribune.com)

Central Equatoria citizens to defend themselves 

Speaking at a forum in Kajo-Keji, Governor Clement Wani Konga of the state of Central Equatoria called on citizens to defend themselves and retaliate against possible attacks launched by the Lord Resistance Army (LRA). Konga asserted that security was one of the main challenges facing the region in addition to issues concerning development and rehabilitation in the region. (Al- Ahdath, MirayAFM) 
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