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President Al-Bashir heads for Libya today 

Sudanese President Omer Al-Bashir headed for Libya today to participate in an African Summit to review regional disputes in the region, the conflict in Darfur, and Sudanese-Chadian relations. (The Citizen, Rai-Al-Shaab)

Two UNAMID employees abducted 

-Spokesperson Nour El-Din Mazni from the joint United Nations and African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) announced that an armed group had kidnapped two of its international employees in Zalinji, West Darfur on Saturday. Al-Mazni indicated that negotiations with the kidnappers were ongoing but did not identify with whom the group was affiliated.  (MirayaFM, The Advocate, Al-Khartoum)

-An article in Al-Ahdath confirms that the two abducted UNAMID employees are male and female.  The kidnappers have demanded a ransom of “10 billion Sudanese pounds” for their release. 

New outbreak of tribal clashes in Jonglei 
An outbreak of violence between Lou Nuer and forces from the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) took place in Jonglei in Southern Sudan on Friday, leaving 41 dead and over 28 others seriously injured. SPLA Major General Kuol Diem Kuol asserted that the situation in the region is now calm and SPLA has sent extra units to the area to ensure further security.   The report states that a series of clashes between ethnic tribes in the south have occurred as a result of cattle rustling and disputes over grazing lands.  This has resulted in a sharp increase of attacks on women and children. (The Advocate ,The Citizen)
SPLM threatens to boycott parliament session 
The Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) parliamentary bloc Chairperson Yasir Arman warned that his party would boycott the upcoming session at the National Assembly if the outstanding referendum bill is not included in the next session of parliament. Arman said his party would approach other blocs to discuss ways of changing outstanding bills to comply with the constitution. (Al-Akhbar)
Political parties hold conference in Wau
Six political parties operating in Southern Sudan held a meeting in Wau on Saturday to come together on various issues of concern.  The six parties are the Sudan African National Union (SANU), Southern Sudan Democratic Forum (SSDF), United Democratic Front (UDF), Popular Congress Party (PCP), United Democratic Sudan Forum (UDSF) and Union of Sudan African Parties (USAP). (MirayaFM)
Development programs demanded for Abyei

The Abyei Administration called on authorities responsible for the Presidential fund for unity to hasten its implementation of developmental programs for the region as promised by the Government of Sudan. Vice-President of the Abyei Administration Al-Noor Abdelrahman pointed out that the “time is optimal” for development in Abyei given the calm environment in the area due to a series of recent meetings promoting the peaceful co-existence  of tribes in Abyei. (Al-Khartoum)
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